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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


United States of America, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

$32,156.00 in United States Currency, 

Defendant. 


Civil Action No.: 


5:19-CV-1367 (LEK/ATB) 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE IN REM 


The United States of America brings this verified complaint for forfeiture in rem against 
the above-captioned asset (the “defendant currency”) and alleges as follows: 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

This is an action in rem brought pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6) and Rule G of the 
Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions. 
Forfeiture is sought of the defendant currency as money furnished or intended to be furnished in 
exchange for a controlled substance, proceeds traceable to such an exchange, or money used or 
intended to be used to facilitate a violation of 21 U.S.C. §§ 841, 844 and 846. 


THE PARTIES 


1) Plaintiff is the United State of America. 

2) The defendant currency is $32,156.00, which is in the custody of the United States. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

3) This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 
1345 and 1355. 

4) This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the defendant currency pursuant to 28 


U.S.C. § 1355(b). 
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5) Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1355 and 1395. 

FACTS 

6) On May 24, 2019, Christopher Ingram (“Ingram”) presented a black, “Under 
Armor” brand backpack at the Transportation Security Administration (“TSA”) pre-boarding 
security checkpoint at the Syracuse International Airport in Syracuse, New York as a cany-on bag. 

7) As the backpack passed through the x-ray machine, TSA officers observed large, 
organic appearing masses, and the backpack was flagged as suspicious. 

8) TSA officers searched the backpack and located a red first aid case containing a 
large amount of the defendant U.S. currency, which was folded and secured with black rubber 
bands. 

9) TSA officer also found a “Cheez-It” brand cracker box wrapped in bubble wrap 
inside the backpack, which contained: 

a) Additional U.S. cunency, folded and secured with black rubber bands; 

b) One small, clear, knotted bag filled with marijuana, which appeared in a 
manner that law enforcement believe is consistent with packaging for sale; 

c) Small, clear package labeled “Dank Gummies, 350mg of THC”; 

d) Small, clear plastic bag containing 21 pills of oxycodone. 

10) When questioned, Ingram told police that he was traveling from his home in Seneca 
Falls, New York to Santa Anna, California for three (3) days for the purpose of investing his money 
in rap music. He claimed that the money in the backpack was his, which he obtained working 
various jobs over the years. 

11) Ingram was unable to give police an explanation for the manner in which the 
currency was packaged or why he was transporting illegal narcotics. 
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12) A canine properly trained in narcotics detection positively alerted to the currency 
seized from the backpack, indicating the presence of narcotics on the currency. 

13) On May 24, 2019 (the day of the seizure), Ingram was arrested and charged in 
Syracuse City Court with Criminal Possession of a Controlled Substance in the 3 rd Degree, 
Cr imin al Possession of a Controlled Substance in the 7 th Degree and Unlawful Possession of 
Marijuana. Ingram pled to Criminal Possession of a Controlled Substance in the 7th degree and 
received a sentence of a conditional discharge. 

14) At the time of his arrest, Ingram had two cellular phones on his person: a Samsung 
smart phone and an Alcatel flip phone, which were seized by Syracuse Police Department 
(“SPD”). 

15) On June 4, 2019, SPD officers applied for and were granted search warrants for 
both cell phones from Judge James Cecile, Syracuse City Court. 

16) A forensic examination of the phones subsequently revealed Ingram utilized his 
mobile phones to arrange drug transactions, involving marijuana, oxycodone, and hallucinogenic 
mushrooms. 

17) Data extracted from Ingram’s seized Alcatel flip phone revealed the following 
pertinent text message exchanges, including, but not limited to: 

Incoming (from 315-830- 56 to Ingram’s phone): 

“Yo that’s 12.8” 

“I send you a pic just so u know it was 12.73” 

[Incoming photo of green/brown plantlike material on digital scale] 

Ingram: 

“I got you wit two grams” 

“Scale must have been off’ 

Incoming: 

“Can u do an o for 150” 
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Ingram: 

“ya” 

Incoming (from 315-484- 52 to Ingram’s phone): 

“I wish the weed man was up” 

Ingram: 

“Up” 

Incoming /from 585-978- 37 to Ingram’s phone): 

“How much u let me get a half for” 

Ingram: 

“Got some low low for 50” 

Ingram /outgoing to 585-532- 561: 

“I got higher grade but it cost Moore wanted to start you off making cash” 
Incoming: 

“How much you do a eighth for of this? Ya dimes 1.2” 

Ingram: 

“Still 3.5” 

Incoming {from 585-623- 87 to Ingram’s phone): 

“How much for the half p brody” 

Ingram: 

“850” 

Incoming: 

“What about a p” 

Ingram: 

“17” 

Incoming {from 315-719- 40 to Ingram’s phone): 

“Let me get the 3 of truffle and 1 of other shit” 

Ingram: 

“bra I have you two oz of truffle” 

18) Data extracted from Ingram’s seized Samsung cellular smart phone revealed the 
following pertinent text message exchange from May 24, 2019: 
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Incoming ('from 315-759- 55 to Ingram’s phone): 

“Yooo” 

Ingram: 

“Leaving on plane in 45 you need” 

Incoming: 

“Yeah bro” 

“Yo you got some gas bro” 

Ingram: 

“Coke to back door 55” 

19) Both the frequency of the cellular text messages and the prices discussed in the 
messages were indicative to trained law enforcement that Ingram was involved in mid to high level 
sales of illegal narcotics. 

20) On February 15, 2019, Ingram was arrested after a traffic stop in the Town of 
Waterloo and charged with Criminal Possession of Marijuana in the 4 th degree and Criminal 
Possession of a Controlled Substance in the 7 th degree. Ingram received a conditional discharge. 

21) At the time of the traffic stop, Ingram was found to be in possession of a clear 
plastic bag containing approximately 3.25 ounces of marijuana located on the front passenger side 
floor, two unlabeled pill bottles containing Oxycodone located in the center console of the vehicle, 
and a clear plastic bag containing Oxycodone located in the glove box of the vehicle. 

22) On June 4, 2019, Ingram was arrested and charged by Seneca Falls Town Court 
with Criminal Possession of Marijuana 5 th degree and Unlawful Possession of Marijuana. The 
disposition of this matter is unknown. 

23) On October 14, 2019, Ingram was arrested and charged by the Ontario County 
Sheriffs Office and charged with Attempted Criminal Possession of Marijuana in the 2 nd degree 
for purchasing marijuana from an undercover police officer. 

24) Upon information and belief, Ingram was unemployed at the time of the incident 
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which led to the seizure of the defendant currency at the airport. 

25) On August 12,2019, Ingram filed an administrative claim to the defendant currency 
with the Drug Enforcement Administration. In his claim, Ingram stated that the defendant 
currency was his life savings. 

CONCLUSION 

26) As required by Supplemental Rule G(2)(f), the facts set forth above support a 
reasonable belief that the government will be able to meet its burden of proof at trial. Specifically, 
probable cause exists to believe that the defendant currency is money furnished or intended to be 
furnished in exchange for a controlled substance, proceeds traceable to such an exchange, or 
money used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation of 21 U.S.C. §§ 841, 844 and 846. 

WHEREFORE, pursuant to Supplemental Rule G, plaintiff the United States of America, 
respectfully requests that the Court: 

a) Issue a warrant of arrest in rem, in the form submitted with this complaint; 

b) Direct any person having any claim to the defendant currency to file and seive their 
verified claims and answers as required by 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(4) and Supplemental Rule G; 

c) Enter judgment declaring the defendant currency to be forfeited and condemned to 
the use and benefit of the United States; and 

d) Award such other and further relief to the United States as it deems proper and just. 

Dated: November 5, 2019 Respectfully Submitted, 

GRANT C. JAQUITH 
United States Attorney 

By: /s/ Mary E. Langan _ 

Mary E. Langan 

Assistant United States Attorney 

Bar Roll No. 518971 





Case 5:19-cv-01367-LEK-ATB Document 1 Filed 11/05/19 Page 7 of 7 


VERIFICATION 


STATE OF NEW YORK ) 

) ss: 

COUNTY OF |ONONDAGAj ) 


Kelly Baart, being duly sworn, deposes and states: 

I am a [Task Force Agent with the Drug Enforcement Administration. I have read the 
foregoing Complaint for Forfeiture and assert that the facts contained therein are true to the best 
of my knowledge and belief, based upon knowledge possessed by me and/or on information 
received from other law enforcement officers 


Dated this 



day of November, 2019. 


[Kelly Baart, Task Force Agent ] 
[Drug Enforcement Administration 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 



day of November, 20L9i 


Q/WtNK 




Notary Public 


DEANNA LIEBERMAN 
Notary Public, State of New York 
No. 01 LI6105102 


Qualified in WAYNE County 
Commission Expires FEBRUARY 2, 


^0 
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